FuBLIC RECORD OFFICE
Reference:-

Co733/25%8/37357
Q727

COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMI SSION

i et B i
s A I A

v GYM"‘..,-«. )
& v T 200 83 A 7
3 E ¥ KA it
- ‘ {2‘5 JRad b Ued %5 ha
’ i - st v
h S e
3 |
r

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE,

. JERUSALEM.
- g ’ 1
PALEST f
SECRET ]
REFERENCE NO, CF/431/33 <§ January, l1934.
Sir,

I have the honour to report that there are
indications in the Arabic Press that the Moslem feast
at the end of Ramadan called Eid al Fitr, will be made
the occasion for political demonstrations and processions.

In this connection, I enclose a copy of a communi-

ENCLOSURE I cation I have received from Musa Kazem Pasha, Head of the

ENCLOSURE II Arab Executive, and my letter in reply to that communica-
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tion.

I have instructed Major Campbell to visit the
Pasha, who is now in Jericho, to see if some arrangement
can be made vith the Arab Executive to prevent illegal

demonstrations 6n~the 16th January,or any other date.

2¢ I had & very friendly talk with the Mufti on
January 2nd. I told him that I had informed Musa Kazem
Pasha very clearly that I would allow no procession with-
out the permission of Government and that I ;ould allow
no procession to pass within the neighbourhood of

Government Offices.
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The Mufti said he fully accepted these two prin-
ciples, but that he believed that the people merely
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_ wished to walk peacefully through the streets of Jerusa-
lem and other towns as & protest against Jewish settle-
ment in Palestine, and that they had no wish to cause

-y

disturbances.

The Right Honourable

Sir Philip Cunliffe-Lister, G.B.E., M,P . -
Puis Majesty‘s Principal éecre%hﬁ%t%f’s%% e’
s, 5 o SR o for the Colonies.




Reference:-

Co733/25%/37357

PUBLIC RECORD OFFICE {

Q727

COPYRIGHT - NOT TO BE REPRODUCED PHOTOGRAPHICALLY WITHOUT PERMI SSION

H

D 78 .

I said I believed that was true of the people in

.general, but I was doubtful if it were true of all the

leaders and that some of the leaders had made speeches that
might well excite people to commit illegal acts.

The Mufti remarked that there were many excitable
individuals both among the Arabs and the Police, but in
order to prevent disturbances he would be willing to select
a number of respected people whom he could trust to walk
with the crowd on leaving the Mosque on the 16th, and these
men would act as a steadying influence on the crowd. On
the other hand, he hoped that I would give orders to
ensure that the Police should show every forbearance so
long as the people remained orderly.

I replied that His Eminence could be sure of that,
but I would make a further request to him that he should
give definite 1nstructions to all preachers 1n the various
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Mosques of Palestine not to ad0pt a merely negative attitude

in their sermons on the l6th and on the preceding Friday,
but that these pregqhgrs should use all their 1nf1uence

by advising the crowd to behave 1n an orderly manner.
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His Eminence promised he 1ou1d do this. ' %
I ti;;uauoted to him some 1nrlammatory words |
reported to have been used by two prominent Waqf officials,
whom I named.

The Haj replied that these two men were by no means
personal friends of his, and, as a matter of fact,.he was

now being accused by his opponents of being pro-British

in sentiment and of acting under my instructions, but,
none the less, he was grateful that I had given him this
information regarding these two officials.

I then said that Government could not allow any
procession, even if it started peacefully from the Mosque,,

to proceed by the route proposed by the Pasha, and the
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Mufti at once said that he would use all the influence
~ that he possessed to persuade the leaders to give up this

route and to confine the movements of the procession to the
cemetery, very close to the Mosque, and a short route which
I had suggested. He added that he thought there would be
more chance of my proposal being accepted if he could
induce the Arab Executive to make the suggestion as if it
came rather from them than as an order from me.

I said that Major Campbell, the District Commissio-
ner, would be in touch with the Arab Executive, and I should
be very glad if His Eminence could induce the Arab Executive
to make this plan on their own suggéstion.

The Mufti said he thought he could persuade them,
but personally I have the gravest doubts if anyone can now

\1nduce the Arab Executive to listen to moderate councils.
I emphasized the strong feeling that would be roused in
Wﬁﬁ*MQégzﬁ;zqf England if an Arab crowd were to cause thq death of British
police or British solé@iers, and how such feelings, if once
excited in England, would adversely affect Arab interests
and would make the adoption of a liberal policy in Palestine

(7.
0 'fv‘S ~ | @ll the more difficult.

e It is hard to see clearly into the mind of any Arab,
especially such an acute mind as His Eminence possesses. I
am confident that the Mufti likes me, respects ﬁe and 1is
anxious to help me; how far he is sincere in his promise
to be of active assistance to the Government is a more
difficult problem. He realizes the folly of unlawful
demonstrations and clashes with authority, but he fears
that the criticisms of his many opponents that he is too

pro-British may weaken his influence in the country. The
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The fact, however, that his influence is on the side of

moderation is of definite value; were it contrariwise

I consider widespread disturbances would be inevitable.

I have the honour to be,
8ir,
Your most obedient,

humble servant,

i L

HIGH COMMISSIONER FOR PALESTINE.
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