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I have the honour to acknowledgse the receipt

of your Seeret despatch of the 9th D ber on suggestions
for the reforam of the Supreme Moslenm Council, and to say
2t onece that I fully spprocisto the grave objecticns to
any course of action that could be held to be a breach

of the prouwise given by Lord Plumer in his letter of the
S0th April, 1928 to the President of the Supreme Moslem
Counell. On further consideration and after a closer
study of Lord Plumer's letter I am forced to the conclu-
Slon thut the mescuree for tho reorganizatlon of the
Suprene Moslem Councll recommended in my Secret despateh
of the Ird Hgvoeuber = or rather the Drocedure proposed
for thelr introductlon - would be inconsistent with both
the lotter cad the spirit of Lord Plumer's promise; and
in the elrcumstencea I am no longer able to recommend
thelr adoption unless conditions so change in Palestine
as to enable thom to Le applied if not wiﬂ:- the prilor
approval of an elected Moslem Asseubly, at least with
the knowledge that they would not be unwelcome to the
Moslem Community at large.

2. In reply to your quostion whether, in
addition to Lord Pluser's letter, ony fupther undertakings
have been given on this subiset, I enclose o copy of' an
olffleclal communigué No.E56/20 of the 1lth Fobruary, 1929,

THE RIGHT HONOURABLE
W.0.A. OUESDY-0ORE, P.C., M.P.,
HIS MAJKSTY'S PHINCIPAL SECRETANY OF STATE

YOR THE COLONIES.
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The last paragraph reads ao follows:

" Befors a daéioinn 15 taken on this important

matter the proposals will be published in order that
Governuent umay be able to amacertain the gencrol sense
of Moulem opinion towards these propogale. "

The object of this communiqué was to ro-
assure Moslem opinion gensrally apd particularly Moolem
opinton in opposition to the Suprems Moslem Council,

Ag you ure aware the propovals referrod to
in this communiqué were duly vubliched, but owing to the
oulbresk of disturbancen thoy ettracted 1ittle attention
on the part of the Moslem Community and elicited practi-
cally no constructive criticism.

e You are correct in agssuming that the recom-
wendatlions in my Secret despatch of the Zrd Hovember
wers made on the essumptiocn that the existing boycott
of the Comuission by the Arebs would have beon 8o far
modified ap to enable the Commission to ascertain the
views of the Moslom Comuunity in Palestine on the con-
stitutlon end functions of the Supreme Moslem Council.
It was ny hope, when that despatch woao
written, that the Arabs would fappear before the Royal
Couanisslon and that the whole question of the Supremo
losles Council would be fully ventilated. The Arab
Higher Comulttes have indeed now finally decided to
give ovidence before the Royal Commiscion. But I
anticipate that the Mufti, whose power and positicn
would no doubt be reduced by eny reform in the organization
of tho Supreme Moslem Council, will exert &ll his influence
%o prevent this important quéstion from being freoly
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discussed and considsred and will do hig utmost to limit
< . - ‘the representaticn of Arab grlevences to the exprecsion

.' of the purely forsal Arudb political case ap forauleted
by the Arab Higher Comuittee.

4. But whether or not he do in this. vIe

) the fuct will remain that the procedure mdvocated in my
despateh for the introduction of aensures for the reform
of the Supreme Moslew Couneil could not, I now feel, be
reconciled with the proulse glven by Lord Plumer in 1928,
¥e ure thuo back agein in o position in which leglaslative
sonetion cannot be given to any revision of the regulation
of 1921, excopt in oo fur ac it ig nacessary for the hold-
ing of eleoctions, until it hes been subnmiited to an olected

Moclen Assenbly: which, in present ¢ircunstances, 1s the

Bame as saying that nothing will or can be dens to reform

the Suprewme Moslem Council if such refors would have the

effect of diminlshing the power and position of the Murti.
The personal influence of the Muftl tends to be
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. j exployed on all critical occrnaions Lo Lrevent any reason-
I = able measure of reform which aight have the effect of

g reducing his political power. For example, the establigh-

__.'1 ment of a Legislative Council would, in my view and in the
| view of the Mufti's opponente, have furnlshed a means

whereby elected representatives ef tho Arad community

could be consulited for the burpose of amending the consti-
tution of the Supremoe Noclew Council and of altering the
Povers of its President. This feect was Probably a con-
tributory reasoa for the oppoaition of the Mufti to the
eatablishnent of o Legislative Council. s Noturally this
ground for opposition was net openly expressed; and in
8pita of his reluctance for thia and other reasons, to

accept the Leglslative Council proposed by lids lajesty's
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Government I feel oura thut 1f thet proposal had not been
droppod 1t would ultimately have been acquiecaced in by
Arab leuders ineluding the Murti.

e In short we are in a vicicus circle. On the one
hend there can be ne true and lasting poece in Pelestine
end no effective luproveusnt in the adniniastration of
Hoslem sffuira so long as the precent occupant of the Dost
of' President of the Supreme Moslem Council retains his
authority and prestige iatect; and, on the other hand,

ne Blep for the reform of the Supreme Moolem Council can be
taken without congulting Moslem opinion, which will
undoubtedly be dominsted by the President.

Sooner rathor thea later, this viclous circle will
have Lo be broken: and I think the tize will come after
the recommendations of the Royal Comniuscion, as a whole,
regarding future policy in Pelestine are known. I am
inclined to think that, should the decisions of His Majesty's

Go on the o dutions of the Royul Commission

be regarded by the Arabs as definltely re-gzeuring, it is

not inposoible that sowe part at least of the Proposels
cuggusted by me for reforuing the Bharia Courts and Wagl
odainistration, if veproduced in the recomuendationg of
the Royal Comnlasion, could be adepted without too violent
s

opposniai. Bub I feor that even in the woat fovourable

eireunstunces the Nurtl would de his utwost to apread
hostile propagendn and arouse opposition to these reforms
ond to this end he might well Taise the religious iegue.
Indeed I am forced to the conclusion that the introduction
of reforma for curtailing Haj Amin's powers will be Qiffi-
cult, 1if not impossivle, so long &2 he reasnins in Paleatine.
Ify however, disturbances recur, he will probably identiry
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* himself with them or in soms other manner give us ground
to Jusiify his deportation. Whether it would be possible
immediately after that event to introduce reforms of the
Suprese Yoslem Council I cannat now prophesy. I lmagine
that there would be & coasldersble effervescence which
would pubcide only graduslly. But the need for reforms
would be the less prescing were he effectually excluded
from the scenc.  He has great influcnce with the manses
in Pelestine and particulerly in und around Jerusalem,but
he has many potential enenies toth in end out of Palestine,
and the nunber of his supporters would dwindle and the
number and influence of his detractors increase were it
known thet he was unlikely to retura to Palestine for

LERNY YUBDS.

I have the honour to be,
air,
Your wmost obedient,

huzble servant,

Akn W

HIGH COMNISSIONER FOR PALZSTINE.




