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A/Chief Secretafy.

On the 3lst July I he an interview lasting 1%

hours with the President of the §.1.,C., et which were

‘elso present yourself and Ruhi Bey. Tie object of my

seeing Haj Amin Effendi was to press him to comply with
the condition contzined in peregraph 2 of (21) herein

thet the wall leading to the Bab al-liagherbeh of the

Harem erea should be built up-to its foruer heighit, a con~

dltlon wiich the S.12,C, had not yet fulfilled,

Haj Amin Effendi admitted frankly that he hac
net fulfilled it as it wes the desire of the §.M.C. to
keep the well at a hel 1t sufficiently low to enable
the Moslems to nverlook from thmt spot the Jews at
prayer- at the Walllng\Vall so as to assure themselves
thet they were not infrinzing the status quo. Haj Amin

ffeqal further protcsted that the area was Waqf that |
‘the SUatus quo did not apply to it, anc thet vaernment
had no power to 1ssue orders with regard to the height
of the wall in question. I reminded him first, that
hs had in the first instence acted ultre yires by pro-
. ceeding to demolish tike well and to convert the house
‘below into a zawieh without the necesdary building
permits; Socondly tﬂab tiie gtotus gquo had.been held

to apply to ercas aQJOLnlnb the Wailing Well in so far

‘os-chenges in those ereas must not be allowed to create

aNNOYyeNce or disturbanoe to Jewish worshippefs &t the
Well; thirdly, thet were the wall not to be raised
to its predecessor‘s,height a new position wouldbe
crected detrimental to the Jews in thet they would be

overlooked
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overlooked from ¢ place whence previously they

1ed not B?en overlooked, Haj Amin Effendi then seid

tlat he was‘not-prepered‘to alter his dispositions in
obadience tovJewish_pressurQ, to which I replied thet
the Jewish public generslly hed a8 yet no knowledge of -
tns conteuts of wy letter to him of the 1lth June;

’

end I urged hin to coumply witi ily request before the

terms of tliat letter: becaie generally known to the Jews.

' aAfter & long and difficult discussion he
ultimately'agreed'to do as I asked, but stated thet
ihs would write officially to say thed the Sk C. claimed
the right to do as they liked in'e metter such as this
on Waqffproperﬁy dnd could not‘admit thet the Government
mes entitled to direct whet should be dono thers op to
epply the principles of the.gggggg quo  to thet area.

| i see thet the letter thus foreéhadowéd nas
corie in as (59) herein; end I lesrn thet the wall has

now been raised.as desired by Govermment.

f

(Signed) - H.C.LUKE. L
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